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Eddie Speas — A Lawyer’s Lawyer

Like many Wake lawyers, Eddie Speas

was born in a small town in western North
Carolina, Boonville, whers he benefited

from the interest and support of family and
many friends, His friends in Yadkin County
and throughout North Carolina recognized
immediately his love of community, state
and people, Eddie has a wonderful sense of
humor about himself and life. People enjoy
Eddie's company because he uses his sense of
humor to immediately put everyone al ease.
Friends know that Bddie is a loyal friend and
one that you may rely upon regardless the
circumstances life may have dealt you.

Eddie graduated from Wake Forest
University and Law School. Wake Forest is
one of his great passions. While in school,
he continued to pursue his veracious love of
reading. Guided by many talented leachers,
he developed a wonderful ability to pinpoint
the thrust of writings, to articulate a cogent
argument and carefully organize and pre-
pare his work.

After law school, Eddie entered the first

phase of his legal career in public service at
the North Caroling Attorney General’s oflice.
Eddie Speas and Ann Reed began their ca-
reers on the same day. Eddie showed an ability
to be able to quickly prepare and produce
good research for any case. He also developed
an ability to learn about cases in a short peri-
od of time and be able to discern the strengths
and weaknesses of the case. Continuing with
the foundation established in Yadkin County,
he became known & a professional who was
committed to keeping things on the high road.
Eddie values civility and integrity and uses
these qualities in his daily life.

Ann Reed has stated that Eddie is one of
the best litigators and appellate lawyers in
North Carolina. His work is conscientiously
prepared, moves the reader or listener
quickly to the point and shows his long time
commitment to remaining aware of current
law, Pormer Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeals Sid Bagles confirmed that Eddie
was always prepared and showed an in
depth understanding of his case.
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During his respected career at the Attorney
General's office, Eddie was involved in the
majority of the most complex litigation
imvolving the state of North Carolina. He
worked very hard dealing with education
issues and was never Loo busy to help any
lawyer requesting his insight or assistance.
As head of the Special Litigation Section,
he guided the cases for the State of North
(Carolina that made the front page of our
newspapers. Eddie has the gift of being very
organized, completely approachable and a
consensus builder. He used these talents
during all of his tenure at the Attorney
General’s office and particularly when he
served as Chief Deputy Attorney General,
Using his experience and knowledge, Eddie
seemed to know the right time and manner
to deal with many issues.

Eddie is a mentor to many individuals.
Young lgwyers benefit from having the op-
portunity to work with him. No question is
too trivial and young lawyers marvel that he
is still 2 student of the law working to stay
abreast of current law, More experienced
lawyers constantly seek his counsel because
they know that Eddie has the experience to
provide cutting edge advice on any aspect
of a case. Being a gond mentor, Eddie left
his wark at the Attorney General's office
with as easy a transition as possible. Those
individuals with whom he had worked in
Lhe past were prepared to take the reins at
his departure. Sid Eagles commented that
Morth Carolina was extremely well served
during all of Eddie Speas' tenure al the
Attorney General's office.

When Eddie indicated that he was retiring
from public servics, he stated that he did
not wish to end his legal career. He had
numerous opporkunities and decided to
join Poyner Spruill, Ceeil Harrison, former
managing partner at Poyner Spruill, says
that ene of the happiest days he had while
in that position was when Eddie agreed to
join their practice. In his current, practice,
Eddie remains the “go to” man. It has been
said that you get in line with lawyers at
Payner Spruill and a host of others seek-

ing to benefit from his

wise counsel, Eddie has a

diverse practice including

+=1  administrative law, ap-

il + pellate law, and land use.

. m’ B [1i5 office reflects Eddie's
Speas  continued commitment to

the law in the mumber of files found stacked

around his office. Each file revealing that

work is in progress.

Eddie has benefited from a supportive
family to whom his first devotion is found.
Our profession has received significant
contributions from Eddie. Today, he isina
leadership position of the American College
of Trial Lewyers and recently headed a
continuing legal education seminar for this
organization. Bddie remains involved with
Walte Forest Law School. He recently was
the Vice Chair of the North Carolina Lottery
Commizsion amd serves on Board of the
Linebergar Cancer Center with particular
responsibilities for daily oparations. Eddie
loves to garden and his garden shows his
work and diverse interest in horticulture.
He is an avid golfer and has been known Lo
have the distinotion of hitting & governor

of North Carolina twics on the goll coursa
with his ball. Always pushing forward, Eddie
pushed his ball forward too quickly on one
occasion when he hit his ball on the green
while the sitting chiel justice and another
judge were finishing their putting. True to
form, Eddie quickly apologized for his being
ton aggressive. One of his golfing partners,
Cecil Harrison, has stated that advice

on golf may be one of the few areas that
Eddie's advice has come up short.

Eddie Speas is a lawyer's lawyer. He has
developed his talent in trial and in the ap-
pellate courts. Though he has been in the
forefront of many important cases, he never
takes himsall too seriously. In all aspects of
his life, Eddie is 2 medel of civility and in-
tegrity. He has guided the eareers of lawyers
of all ages and proved to be a trusted friend.
His love of life and the law motivate him to
make the best of sach day. We are fortunate
to count him a member of this Bar.



