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File Number

Date Filed

Petition for Resolution
of a Fee Dispute

FEE DISPUTE RESOLUTION COMMITTEE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT BAR (WAKE COUNTY)
P.O. Box 3686
Cary, North Carolina 27519-3686
Telephone: (919) 677-9903

PETITIONER:
(Party who requests resolution of the fee dispute described in this Petition)

Name

Mailing Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

Date

RESPONDENT:
(Party against whom fee dispute resolution is sought)

Name

Mailing Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

NOTE: The Fee Dispute Resolution Committee offers mediation and binding arbitration services to attorneys, their clients, and others such as
court reporters, who work with attorneys. Any of these may request the Committee’s services. Generally both parties must agree to use the
Committee whether for mediation or binding arbitration. However, if a client asks the Committee to mediate with his or her attorney, the
North Carolina Bar Revised Rules of Professional Conduct require the attorney to participate in good faith in the mediation.
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General Information

1. Please be sure to include with this Petition any information
that you believe is relevant and which you believe will help
the committee decide the matter.  For example, written fee
agreements, related correspondence between the parties, and
copies of relevant bills should be included. Attach additional
sheets of paper, if necessary,

2. In its handling of fee disputes, the Fee Dispute Resolution
Committee considers confidential any documents submitted
in connection with the process. If such documents are
subpoenaed or are sought by a third party pursuant to a
proper request under the North Carolina Public Records Act,
however, the Committee may be unable to maintain their
confidentiality.

3. The Petitioner should make every effort to discuss the nature
of this fee dispute with the Respondent and attempt in good
faith to resolve the dispute. By signing the Agreement, the
Petitioner represents that a good faith effort to resolve the
dispute has been made before filing this Petition.

4. Each party has the right to be represented, at his/her own
expense, by an attorney at each stage of the proceedings. If
the Petitioner is to be represented by Counsel, please indicate
below:

Counsel’s Name

Counsel’s Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

Agreement

1. The Petitioner represents that he/she has communicated
or attempted to communicate with the Respondent
concerning the fee dispute and has previously made a
good faith effort to resolve this fee dispute.

2. No legal action has been initiated with regard to this
matter.

Signature of Petitioner

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ______ day of
__________________________, 20___.

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________________

Facts Concerning the Dispute

1. What was the approximate date on which you entered into an
agreement with the Respondent?

2. Please indicate below the type of dispute in which you are
involved with the Respondent:

❑ Attorney/client dispute in which you are the client.

❑ Attorney/client dispute in which you are the attorney.

❑ Dispute between two or more attorneys.

❑ Dispute between an attorney and an expert consultant or
witness in which you are the expert consultant or witness.

❑ Dispute between an attorney and an expert consultant or
witness in which you are the attorney.

❑ Dispute between an attorney and a provider of steno-
graphic services in which you are the stenographer.

❑ Dispute between an attorney and a provider of steno-
graphic services in which you are the attorney.

❑ Other (please specify) ________________________

________________________________________

3. Briefly describe the context in which professional services
were to be provided under the agreement with the Respon-
dent (e.g., will, real estate transaction, domestic matter,
criminal representation, civil litigation, medical consultation,
stenographic services for deposition, etc.)

4. Was there a written agreement concerning the fee?
❑ Yes ❑ No If yes, attach a copy.

5. The total amount of the fee charged for professional services
(excluding any costs or expenses) was $____________, of
which $____________ has been paid.



6. Was there any discussion between you and the Respondent
about the fee? ❑ Yes ❑ No
If yes, please summarize below. (If additional space is
needed, attach a separate sheet.) Please attach any contracts,
letters, or copies of bills which explain the fee discussions.

7. Was the fee to be charged:
— By the hour? ❑ Yes ❑ No

If yes, how much? $ __________  per hour

— A flat fee? ❑ Yes ❑ No
If yes, how much? $__________

— A contingent fee? ❑ Yes ❑ No
If yes, what was the percent to be charged and from what
award or settlement was it to come?

— In some other manner? ❑ Yes ❑ No
If yes, explain.

8. What specific services were to be rendered by the attorney or
other professional for the stated fee? (If additional space is
needed, attach a separate sheet.)

9. What services were in fact rendered?

10. Describe below the details of your efforts to resolve this
dispute, including dates and settlement offers made or
received.
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11. State clearly and fairly your position with regard to this fee
dispute, and attach any additional documents supporting
your position.

12. How many hours do you estimate were spent on this case by
the attorney or other professional?

13. How much of a fee do you believe is fair?

Please remit this Petition to the Tenth Judicial District Fee Dispute
Resolution Committee at the address shown on the front.


