Dardel T Blue, .J. is the recipient of the
Walie Counfy Bar Associationls Joseph
Branch Professonalizm dsard for 1959
The sward 1z preserted arcnially to 2 Wake
Cenmty attcrhey whose cat eer ¥ epr asehts
the hghest level of prof essionalism.

Dian wias born in Ineaberton, Merth Care-
lina, and was ralzed on s Bobeson County
farm. Hiz father farmed and werked with
local industries while his mother ranthe
heusgeheld. As Dan pots it he and his foar
giblings spent thedr tirme "orepring fobacon,
pleking cofton and plucking cern” Dan's
parerts shll live on the gatme farm in
Eobegon Ceurty

Dan attend ed the BEobegon Gounty poblic
schools bef ere attending Morth Carolina
Certe sl Urdwersity where he earned a B3,
degree in mathem atics. Dan estmed his

lawr degree fromm Dikie Urndver sty where

hie gradusted in 1973, After graduation,
the lawfirm of Sanford, Cannen, Adams &
Melull enagh hired Dan. A degire to own his
ol pitactice inepired him to form 3 pra-
tlee with several friends in 1976, Today Dan

serves as the managing partner of Thigpen,
Elue, Stephens & Fell ers.

Chertly after beginning the pracice of law
Dian becam e invelwed in statewid e peliti oz,
In 1980, Dan becamn e the first African-
American from Walke County to be elected
o the Merth Garoling House of Repregerta-
tiwes in this centry Sinee thenhe hag been
re-elected nine tmes and hag held several
pesificns in the Heuse, ineluding chairman
of a Judiciary Cotanithes and an Appropria-
fione Cornmitbes. Dan also served sz Chadr-
tan of the Legslative Black Ganes from
15841088,

OrJaroaary 20, 1991, Dan was elected
cpeaker of the Nerth Careling Hewse of
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Eepr esentatives and was re-elected to that
office in.Jarnary of 1992,

Dian hag been recognized thr eughout the
stateand coumfry ag one of Americals out-
standing peliti eal leaders. He gerves on the
Executive Committes of the Demoaatic
Mational Ceommittee and the Sothern
Legisl ative Cenferenice. In.July 1992, Dan
was elected Pregident of the Mational Cen-
ference of State Legislators. Inthat capac-
itx Dan iz errently leading a delegation of
statelegislatersfrom across the country on
atour of thr ee goutherm African comtries.
Hewill refirn en Mevember 11 The del-
egat cnwill be assisting local geverten ental
divisicns with respect to the ruts and belts
of huowr geverten erd can best meet the needs
of citizmers,

Frank Balance, a practidng attetmeyin
Warrenfon, Morth Caroling and a Meorth
Carelina Senater representing the Secord
Senatorial Distriob, hag lene been an ad-
mirer of Dan Senater Balaneesays of Blug,
"Danig a gtreng advocate for his congtita-
erits. Heis an equally compelling advocate
feor his dients. [ have referred mary dients
to Dan enrer thevears He has always done
an excellert j ob for his dients”

Al Adarng an ath ey whe workied with
Dian irore ediately after Dan's graduation
fremn Law geheol, sams that Danhas alwaws
bieen an effective trial atborney Adams
degeribes & case involving an airplane aash
inthe Flerida Everglades that he and Dan
handled infederal court inthe Soathern
Distriet of Flerida. Theyrepr esented 3 pag
serger whe survived the orash but whose
arm wag geverely injured. At & preliminary
hearing in the case, Adamms began reading
the brief Danhad just handed to the judge.
The brief asserted that their olierd's ama
wias partially torm off and "weag subject to

being eaten by alligaters.” Adames asked Dan
where he cameup with that, to which Dan
respetded, T thenght it seund ed good " The
dient's arm was pleced back together, the
artn was never eaten by alligators, and the
case was settled on favor able terms.

Dian is the recipiert of eight henorary
doeterate degreas. He errerdly serves as o
mernber of the Board of Trustess of Duke
University and as a Director of First Union
Matienal Bark, Mid Aflartie Beeicn. Dan
athended the Mational Inetifute for Trial
Advocacy in Boulder, Goloradeo, in 1976 and
hiag ginee served a8 a faolfymember at
the Ingtitihe's regicnal programs. Dan also
teaches a courge ot state and local puablic
pelicy at Dnake Universite's Sanford Insti-
tute of Public Policy Dansam "Teaching
re-irigerates your mind to deal with much
breader issies, Teaching is ag much ab o
learming as it is about mparting knowl-
edge"

Theugh a streng supperter of instititicnal
education, Dan recoghiz es that the quest
for knowledge 1 4 life-long enterprise. He
particularly enjovs studying histery and
wiorld affairs Michael Crowell, 3 Wakie
Ceumty ath crney whese pradice neludes
representing the infer agts of losal gowern-
merts and loeal school boards, sams T am
alwrays npressed at the depth and breadth
of Darts knewledge and interest. [recertly
wiehh to talks to Dan abendh judicial appeint-
ments. Befere I knewit he had talked for
fortsfive miraites ab ot the devel opeo ent
of the Bur opean eccncnl ¢ eotamumnity and
the hatery of halian geverron ents. [ alwams
learn a Lot when I inest with Dan. He iz
alwrays thinking in big ferms"

Ferroer Nerth Garcling Court of Appeals
Judge Charles Becton hias been a friend of

Dian's sinee the early 708 when Dan and Bee-
ten's wife atbernd ed Duke Law S chool together
Dian and Cressie Thigpen also elerked for Cham-
bers, Stein and Pergusen in Chatl otte where
Becten practiced inthe early "1 Bedon, whe
hiag conedbed with Dan cnmany cases, savs,
Tl b well, and T ean fell wou that Dan
Elue dees ordinary things extra crdinarily well,
and he does extr acr dinary things with gracefild
ease and quiet aplemb. Hig quick:, imaginative
mind is complim erd ed by bis thorough, thought-
ful and sensitive analysis of legal and polifical
preblems”

Danig martied to Edna Earle Smith and they
hawve three chil dren, Dandel 11, & third-vear
[hakie Uriversity lawTIBA sthud erd,, Kanika,

a seconid-vear law stud et af Yale University,
and Thamian, a gender at Tuke University The
famnily atteruds the Davie Street Prashyterian
Chuarch wher e Dan serves as an Elder. Inoaddi-
ton to reading his interasts and hebbies are
education pelicy and feam sports.

The Jogeph Branch Professionalism dweard,
which is the highest honer presented by the Bar
Azsociation, is presented to Dan in recodnit on
of his eatracy dinary gervice fohis dients and
the conmunity. Abonf receiving the award, Dan
says, T am henered fo be in the same cotnpany
with those whe have received this sward. They
are titang of the Wake Courty bar and the state
bar." Dian will recsdve the award at the Moverm-
ber 15 1999 monthly luneheon mesting of the
Walie County Bar Association.



