The Wake County Bar Associati cn will
present the Joseph Branch Professional-
isre Aweard for 1996 to Wiight Tracy Dixen,
Je. The sward, which is the highest honer
preserted by the Bar Association, istobe
preserted to Wright inrecognition of his
tireless ser ee o the bar, hig service to the
cotnnurdty, and his sersi oe to his olients.
Itig in short, presented to honer the spirit
of professl cnalism that Wright embodies.

Wright Dixen has practiced lawin Ealeigh
ginee 1951, devoting hitnself to 3 general
trial pracics. For many vears he hag been
a partner of counsel in the firm of Bailley
and Dixon, which he found ed with his life
long friend, J Buffin Bailey. He grewap

in Baleigh in a family including cre sister,
Mary Arm Dixen Hosue, now of Wilmington,
and a brother, Ben Dixon, new refired in
Ealeigh.

Perhiaps Wright's early vears are begt cap-
tured in & story teld by his o ose fiend,
Eoboert M eDMillan. During the deprassdon,
when Wridht was agchool bey bis father
learned that the fed eral goverrmment was
geingto award all Werld War Tweferans a
war botnas. Sinee Wright's father had served
in the war, and the bormas was expeded to
b quite 3 windfall during these otherwise
hiard fimes Wright's father dedded fo call
a family meeting to d ecid e how to wee the
reney. Sever al 1deas were dsonssed: 4 new
car, house pastnents, atud others, but when
it wrag all said and dene, the decdsion was
made that the best use of the borns woald
b to nge it to gend woung Wright away to
military sehuool.

Wright thrived and soon graduated from
[nikse Urdversity, After service as an eofficer
in the Marine Corps during Weeld War I1
Wright werked for a short fitne in private
brsiness, S oon, howewver, Wridht decided to

pursne an inker agt hehad firgt fostered in

a cotnrrered al law ol ags in high school, and
he enrolled in the law schocl 3t Wake For-
est College. The fellowing semester, Wright
traneferr ed to the law sehool at TN G Chapel
Hill, where hegraduated in 1951

e a young Laswyer, Wright practiced around
and learned from the notable members

of Baleigh's bar. Becently, Wridht recalled
serne of these lawsers — William T, Jesmer:
"an oufstanding laweer with a partiodar
ferens o skill in cornpl ex matters.” Archie
Aller: "3 tireless worker and an exesllent
lawger and friend.” Tom Banks: "4 streng
advocate who never Lost his sense of friend-
ship and charity towrards others.” Willis
Smith, Jr: ta laweer whe was organdzed to
aceotnplish.” Torm Buffine "a fieree competi-
ter bt crie whe alwass had time fo help
the wounger Laweers out." Wright most have
been an astiute obeerver of these lawsers,
becaise as attested by all whe have the
pleasure of werking in his company Wright
ernbodicg these sam e attributes of profes-
sl ctalist that cnee digtinguished bis men-
fors,

Wright hias gerved the bar tirel assly. Locally,
Wright hias gerved as secret ary and piresi-
derts of the Wake oty Bar dssociation
arud the 10thuadicial Bar He has gerved
feor a ounber of years on the Badger Tredell
Law Office Geommmittes, and iz credited as
being insteirn ental i the restor ation and
preservation of the Badger Iredell Law Of
fiee in theMerdessi Square Historical Parle
Wright hias been alost singl e-handedly
respensible for the ereation of the Bar
Azgoci ation's moemorial seholarship endewe
rent furd .

At the state level, Wright hag deveted him-
self fo the State Bar, sering as counedller
frem 1979 o 1988 and president of the
State Bar from 1928 to 1826, He has been
amember and chairiman of the Client Se-
ety Fund. Bach of the organizati et that
have benefithed from Wright's service have
bt ewed their highest hetors pen Wiight:

The 1996 Joseph Branch Professionalism
Award: WrightT. Dixon, Jr.

and hiave gonght him ot for positiong of
lead ership and the highest respensibility
Amengthe other honors hung diseretely
threngheor Wridght's office 1z one of partion-
lar pride to Wright: a pldhre of & former
Miss Merth Careling autographed to "the
Meanest Lawser in Morth Caroling.”

Wright's service is by ne means limited

o pir of eselonal sotisity For fwerty vears,
Wright gerved on the Baleigh Board of Ad-
Jastinent, and gerved azits chairman from
1969 to 1974, He hag been a frustes for the
Seuthern Seminary, and & vestryian and
jurder and serder warden st S Michael's
Episeepal chopeh. Weight has served as
presidert of the Baleigh Kiwards Club, was
natned Eiwanian of the Year in 19882, and
st recently, recetved the coveted Hixson
Sowrard frem the Baleigh Eiwaris Cluab,
which is the club's highest honer for pablic
SErvice.

Wright i married tothe former Elizabeth
"Prines" Mufer of Goldsb oro. They have
three childrer: Wright T Dixen, IT1 Willism
Dixer, and Elizabeth "Prince” Dixon.

Becently, Wright was asked fo refl et upon
hig career and, in partioular, wisd e be

had attained regar ding the mesning of
prefessionalisn. Characteristicalls, Wright
deflected atterdion sway from hmeelf by
neting that "ofsd e praise is orly inp ertant
when yol are not sure of yourself " Bather,
Wright chese to reflect upen wisdom he had
deaned from cne of his early menfors, Wil-
larn T. Jesmer. "The just ce svetern, " Weight
chserwed, "dossn 't work unl ess the lawrers
whe partldpatein it see what is just, see
what is right, and eneure that the srsterm

iz flexible encragh fo meet the changes of so-
ol ety M ot i pertantly Wright cortiroed,
thejustios sywetem worlis when lawyers can
champicn their causes, bt vet be friends
when it is over "

In herering Wright with the 1998 .Joseph
Branch Professionalismn dward, Wright's
peers in the Bar Assod atienir ecognize that

Wright Dixen, for meore than four desades in the

legal prefession, has made the justics swhem
wetk by balaneing talented advoeacy for his
clients’ eaises with service and friendship to

the bar, and gervice and ded cation to the com-
oty Wright Dixens peers hetor him becaise
he hias hener ed bis pr ofessd on.



